vows have been widely practiced in all Chinese Buddhist traditions. This leads to further questions, particularly regarding how the precept-conferral ritual procedures produced the purity of the practitioners. What functions did repentance play in the procedure? How was the idea of purity of mind manifested in early Chan, Tiantai, and Esoteric traditions? Daniel Stevenson, in his extensive research on the Tiantai Four Forms of Samādhi, argued that devotional practices in sixth-to eighth-century China were not as diverse as we may have imagined (1987, 249) . He also insightfully noted that the shared patterns of devotional practice reflect the belief systems of a common soteriological vision (256). But there is still a need to reassess the implications of the commonly practiced devotional meditations and to determine the precise nature of the shared soteriological theory. Of particular interest are the doctrinal underpinnings of the connection between meditation and precepts in Śubhakarasiṃha's manual, and how they compare to parallel doctrinal foundations in other texts.
The Main Sources
The four texts regarding the precept-conferral procedure that will be analyzed in this chapter are the following: 
